Childcare Capital Funding Programme 2012 
Six million euro funding for Childcare Capital grants was announced by the Government in December 2011. 

The Childcare Capital Funding 2012 is available to both community and private childcare providers currently participating in one or more of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) funding programmes: 1) Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme; 2) Childcare Education and Training Support (CETS) programme and 3) Free Pre-School Year in Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme. The funding is available for remedial / maintenance/renovation work and /or equipment. 
The maximum grant available is €50,000 (inclusive of VAT).
A priority for this fund is to keep open early education and childcare services that are in danger of closure due to the physical condition of the building and / or adequacy of services / facilities.  Any remaining funding will be applied to improving the quality of the service available to children.  Any allocation of funding will be subject to the conditions and considerations outlined below.       
Conditions of Funding
· The application for funding must include documentary evidence to support the application, e.g. HSE report/Architect/Fire Officer report or any other independent professional report/letter of support and set out within the application form a clear rationale for the project/works. Pobal may also undertake an on-site visit to verify the rationale; 
· Applicants are expected to co-operate with Pobal in relation to site visits and/or any queries associated with the consideration of an application;
· Applications for funding for expenditure incurred on works/equipment prior to the date of approval of grant will NOT be considered; 
· Funding applications for equipment will be limited to €25,000 incl. VAT; 
· Only one application is permitted per childcare facility. In cases of service providers with multiple facilities, a maximum of four grant approvals may be permitted per applicant subject to EU competition directives;
· When submitting the application you will be required to submit 3 current written quotes. Failure to submit 3 quotes may render your application invalid and it will be rejected during the appraisal process;
· Where the value of the goods and/or works is €10,000 or more (inclusive of VAT), potential suppliers must provide the applicant with either a current general Tax Clearance Certificate or a valid C2 certificate.  A copy of this certificate should be retained by the applicant and be available for inspection up to 31st December 2017;
· No payment will be made under this programme unless a current Tax Clearance Certificate in the name of the grantee is submitted;
· You will be required to report to Pobal the expenditure of the funding awarded, supported by a bank statement;
· The funding must be fully spent and reported by end-October 2012. In relation to this, please be mindful of planning permission timelines, should your capital work require planning permission;
· Services who receive grant funding under this programme must remain in operation for at least 2 years after the date of the final payment, regardless of the amount of the grant awarded. If the childcare facility has already been funded under the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme (EOCP) or the National Childcare Investment Programme (NCIP) and is still within the contractual period for that funding, the service will be required to remain in operation for the duration of that previous contract or the duration of the new (Childcare capital 2012) contract, whichever is the longer period. Leaseholders must ensure that the duration of their lease covers this requirement;
· Grantees must record all monies received and spent under the grant, and all accounts and associated documents must be retained by the beneficiary until 31st December 2017. Pobal and the DCYA (officers and agents) shall, at all reasonable times, have access to all activities and records of the grantee as they relate to this grant and in this regard grantees may be subject to an on-site verification visit by Pobal;
· In cases of non-compliance with any of the terms of this funding programme, the commitment to funding will be withdrawn and recovery of funding paid will result. 

In addition, in appraising applications, particular consideration will be given to:
· Applications (fully supported by the necessary documentation) for work/equipment that is necessary to ensure:
· The structural integrity of the building; 
· Adherence to reasonable health and safety standards.
· Applications that best demonstrate the need for the proposed works, e.g. in terms of quality improvement to the childcare service;
· Services previously funded under Department of Children & Youth Affairs (DCYA) EOCP or NCIP capital programmes; 
· Facilities located in / servicing areas of disadvantage (based on the Pobal-Haas Deprivation Index - see Maps.Pobal.ie);
· Services’ previous substantial adherence to contractual obligations under DCYA-funded programmes (including capital programmes and current programmes: ECCE, CETS or CCS);
· The reasonableness or otherwise of the proposed expenditure in terms of value for money, e.g. the percentage of the total project cost budgeted for professional fees;
· Input from the City/County Childcare Committee (CCC) in terms of local need. 
The above considerations will inform the appraisal of applications. In the event that the programme is over-subscribed, these considerations will be used to prioritise applications.

The programme will open for applications this week and remain open for just over 2 weeks i.e. closing at 8am on Tuesday 20 March 2012.  Applications for funding must be made on-line only, on Pobal’s website, during those two designated weeks. 
All applications will go through a standardised appraisal process. A notification on the outcome of the appraisal process will be issued directly to applicants before end May 2012.
A process for appealing a decision will be in place, details of which will be contained in the outcome communication to all applicants.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please note that whilst every reasonable effort has been taken to address or pre-empt all circumstances, applications may present scenarios on which Pobal may need to seek advice as to whether the particular scenario meets the objectives of the programme, the terms and conditions of the programme and/or other conditions or requirements that might govern the funding and its management. This may result in further or ongoing clarifications.  As noted above, the core objective of the funding is to help ensure that childcare services are not closed due to the physical conditions and / or adequacy of services / facilities.
In the meantime, if you are making an application for funding, please be prepared and have all the documentation that you will need to support your application to hand.  Please check this notice regularly for updates and also keep in touch with your local County/City Childcare Committee to help with this process and keep you informed of developments. If you have any queries please email childcarereporting@pobal.ie
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